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Summary
This working paper aims at proposing a work organization for the newly formed AMCP Working Group N (Networking).
1. Introduction

This working paper aims at proposing a work organization for the newly formed AMCP Working Group N (Networking).

2. proposed organization 

2.1. Background

During the AMCP/8 meeting, under Agenda Item 7 (Future Work), it was agreed that a Working Group N (Networking) should be created to address the development of SARPs and guidance material for new features and of provisions related to internet communication services, upper layer communication services, ground-ground and air-ground applications, systems management, directory services and security.

These activities were all part of the former work of the ATN Panel, and it is understood that the role of WG N is to take over the former activities of the ATN Panel after its merging into the AMCP.

The activities for Working Group N were summarized as follows in the AMCP/8 meeting report:

a) general task: Develop new ATN SARPs or technical provisions, including the completion of the following functions and enhancements to existing SARPs or technical provisions;

b) assess requirements for incorporation of new features in ATN like multicast and encryption and develop and validate appropriate technical provisions as necessary;

c) monitor the development of new operational requirements and of new fixed or mobile sub-networks and develop appropriate technical provisions. 

d) enhancement of current applications to support new OPLINKP operational requirements;

e) specification of an SNDCF for IP sub-networks;

f) enhance AMHS security, as required;

g) consider the use of TCP/IP protocols in the provision of aeronautical internetworking;

h) develop technical provisions for system management and directory services; and

i) study the institutional implication of the ATN.

2.2. Description of the proposed organization

The proposed organization is based on the creation of Subgroups (SG), to address the subjects where most emphasis and activities within the WGN terms of reference are expected to be placed.

These subjects are the following:

· Internet Communication Services and TCP/IP considerations,

· Air-ground Applications,

· Ground-ground Applications,

· ATN Security Services.

Furthermore, it is recommended, to the largest possible extent, that these subgroups be chaired by the persons who have been active concerning each of these activities in the ATNP WG and SG environment. This would allow continuity and swift progress of ATN activities.

The proposed organization is depicted in Appendix A.

A matrix of the WG N activities to be covered by each of these subgroups is provided in Appendix B. 

2.3. Rationale

With regard to each of the subjects listed in section 2.2, detailed technical work is expected to be performed, with the potential implication of several technical experts or advisors. The creation of a subgroup to address this work is recommended so as to enable WG N to handle only stable technical work developed by the subgroups.

Conversely, the development of other technical subjects such as systems management and directory services, will be performed directly by the Working Group.

3. Recommendation

The Working Group is invited to adopt the proposed organization for its work after the WG N01 meeting.

4. Appendix A: Diagram of proposed organization
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5. Appendix B: Mapping of WG N activities with respect to subgroups

	Activity
	SG N1
	SG N2
	SG N3
	SG N4

	general task: Develop new ATN SARPs or technical provisions, including the completion of the following functions and enhancements to existing SARPs or technical provisions;
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	assess requirements for incorporation of new features in ATN like multicast and encryption and develop and validate appropriate technical provisions as necessary;
	Yes
	
	
	Yes

	monitor the development of new operational requirements and of new fixed or mobile sub-networks and develop appropriate technical provisions. 
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	

	enhancement of current applications to support new OPLINKP operational requirements;
	
	Yes
	Yes
	

	specification of an SNDCF for IP sub-networks;
	Yes
	
	
	

	enhance AMHS security, as required;
	
	
	Yes
	Yes

	consider the use of TCP/IP protocols in the provision of aeronautical internetworking;
	Yes
	Potential contribution of subgroups

	develop technical provisions for system management and directory services; and
	
	
	
	

	study the institutional implication of the ATN.
	Possible contribution of all subgroups
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